The present book deals with a topic which has often been mentioned by various specialists of the Armenian question, but, as far as I know, never been studied per se. Rouben Ambartzumian [below quoted as RA] has decided to dig the question in order to understand and explain why the pro-Armenian projects of US president Woodrow Wilson turned to a total failure. Himself a brilliant world-famous mathematician, RA explores the field scientifically, as thoroughly as possible, in order to find, or eventually to guess, the reasons of the behaviour of the different actors of this tragedy.
Ambassador Morgenthau Case
The genocide of the Armenians in the Ottoman Empire began in 1915, and for several decades, until recently, the historical proofs were essentially based on three books: while "The Treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire, 1915-16" by Viscount James Bryce and Arnold Toynbee (1916) and "Deutschland und Armenien, 1914 -1918 " by Dr. Johannes Lepsius (1919 . These authors have always been considered as friends and benefactors of the Armenians, totally devoted to their cause (p. 16). While this is absolutely correct for the three first ones, the case of Morgenthau is much more complex, as RA makes it clear along the pages of his book. He recalls the dinner with Talaat and Rabbi Nahoum on April 24, 1915, the very day of the beginning of the Genocide: "We asked him
[Talaat] about the Armenians and he admitted he arrested a great many of them", an affirmation which did not prevent Morgenthau to deliver a speech at Robert College the next day, "replacing an Armenian Minister" who had been arrested (pp. 20-21) . There is no record of any "writings and speeches" by Morgenthau during the crucial 1915 year (p. 17), and while the German Ambassador "filed a protest against Armenian horrors" in August 1915, there has been no "protest of comparable level" on the US side (p. 93). Roughly speaking, Morgenthau is presented as a cynical politician, essentially favourable to the Ottoman Empire, supporter of its territorial integrity and opposed to an eventual US declaration of war against it (p. 8).
President Wilson's Position
On the contrary, the other main character of the book, President Wilson, is described as desperately fighting in front of the Congress in order to get its approval for a declaration of war. The US declared war against Germany in April 1917, but when in December Wilson tried to extend it to Germany's allies, Turkey, Bulgaria and Austro-Hungary, only the last point was approved (p. 71).
More generally, RA recalls that the US was never in war with the Turks during WWI (p. 137). Many other clarifications are to be found in his book. For instance, he insists that, if Wilson personally signed the Versailles Treaty of 1919, the US did not (p. 138), neither did they recognize the Sevres Treaty the following year (p. 142). As for the 1918 Armenian Republic, here called "Talaat-Trotsky Armenia", RA claims that, paradoxically, its "guarantee could be offered only by the Turkish army" (pp. 127-128) and it "received no recognition from the WWI victors" (p. 137). The author insists also on the similarity between "the South-Western boundary" of the 1916 Sykes-Picot agreement and the one of the 1920 Wilsonian Armenia (pp. 53-54).
Conferences, from London to Lausanne
Particularly interesting is the way RA concludes his study. At the London Con- 
Rebuses of Musa Dagh
In some cases, RA questions the common versions of such or such event by simply raising questions of good sense. This is the case in the chapter "The Rebuses 
Motivations
There is sometimes in the book an excess of Manicheism. For example, present- Anyway, RA's approach deserves a further analysis.
About Franz Werfel's book, which is nothing more than a novel, RA insists that it propagated a distorted vision of the Musa Dagh episode, apparently well accepted in Nazi Germany. According to him, it "was coherent to some directions in Nazi propaganda" and directed against British rule in Palestine. He claims that the way Werfel got a US visa in 1940 German-occupied France supports his conjecture, and that "professional propagandist Werfel came to America in order to work for Hitler propaganda". These ideas are new but need a much more thorough study before being accepted. In the same way, Werfel's eventual denunciation, before his death, of his proper work "as too anti-Turkish" is only based on "rumours", as RA himself says (pp. 84-87): this does not constitute any concrete proof.
Did Morgenthau Meet Trotsky?
Although his argument is not quite convincing, RA suggests that Morgenthau (pp. 125-127) . One may propose a different analysis, considering that, for Trotsky, Armenia was nothing but a marginal subject: while there is no doubt that his policy was disastrous for Armenia, it was certainly not his main goal, but rather a consequence of a broader frame. On the other hand, blaming Trotsky so heavily leads more or less directly to praise Lenin and Stalin (p. 59) , which puts one badly at ease, taking in account the latter's well-known armenophobia. It is true that in some cases Lenin and Stalin took certain pro-Armenian decisions, like the creation, in January 1918, of the so-called "Armenian Red Army" (p. 131), but it was only because these measures fitted their plans to give Soviet Russia the total territory of the lost Russian Empire: they do not result from any armenophile feeling.
Models
Some of the assertions in the book are lacking what could be called a complete proof; in these cases RA conveniently resumes them as "models" having a high
probability. Yet the amount of evidence is mostly enough to keep the "model" in the mind of the reader as conclusive affirmations. Obviously RA likes to decode some names, but his proposals are not always convincing (pp. 28-29, 108, 120) . I consider also that the responsibility of Britain's and France's dirty diplomacy is not enough emphasized.
Attention to Zionism
The main negative non-Turkish characters in RA's book are Morgenthau, Trotsky, Werfel, Weizmann, Rabbi Nahoum: all happen to be Jews. Although RA does not mention explicitly this coincidence, he gives considerable attention to Zionism, Jewish colonization of Palestine, Russian Jews, transfer of Jews to Egypt, and so on (p. 38, 41, 45, 98) . Here one can feel an influence of the well known book by Yair Auron "Zionism and the Armenian Genocide, The Banality of Indifference". For that book Yair Auron was decorated by the Order of Mesrob Mashtotz, the highest reward of independent Armenia.
Conclusion
In conclusion, in spite of these reserves, this book is very important. It gives answers to many complex problems and shows brilliantly why "Wilson's Armenia" ended as a failure. Even more, it sets the pendulums right and offers a new explanation of some aspects of history hitherto overlooked or distorted by routine versions.
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